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remainder of the year indeed passed by quietly. But at the beginning of
the year 121 B.C. Opimius became consul, and it was evident that danger was
at hand.
Gracchus and his friends prudently refrained from all offensive steps;
but as he would give no grounds for proceeding against him, Opimius
resolved to make them. News arrived from the new colony at Carthage to
the effect that it had been planted on the ground cursed by Scipio; the
wrath of the gods had been shown by the fact that wolves had torn down
the boundary-posts. The senate met, and on the motion of Opimius ordered
the tribunes"to call a meeting of the tribes upon the Capitol, to rescind the
law for colonising Carthage. The place was ominous, for there Ti. Gracehus
had been slain.
On the appointed morning the impetuous Flaccus appeared with a large
retinue armed with daggers. Gracchus followed with a considerable suite.
Flaccus spoke vehemently to the tiibes, while Gracchus stood aloof in tie
portico of the temple, in which Opimius was offering sacrifice. Here he was
encountered by a retainer of the consul, who insolently pushed Gracchus
aside, crying, " Make way for honest men ! " Gracchus cast -an angry look
upon the man, who presently fell stabbed to the heart by an unknown hand.
A cry of murder was raised, and the crowd fled in alarm to the Forum.
Gracchus retired to his house, regretting the rash, imprudence of his follow-
ers. Meantime the body of the slain man was paraded before-the eyes of
the terrified people. The senate armed the consuls with a decree, by which
Gracchus was proclaimed a public enemy, and Opimius took station during
the night in the temple of Castor, by the side of the Forum. He summoned
the senate to a special sitting early next morning, and also sent to all on
whom he could rely, desiring them to come armed to the Forum, and each
man to bring two armed slaves. With this force he occupied the Capitol at
daybreak, and prepared to execute the will of the senate.
Gracchus was irresolute; but Flaccus summoned to his house all who
were ready to resist senatorial authority. Here he armed them with the
Celtic weapons which he had brought home from4 his Gallic campaigns, and
kept up their courage by deep potations of wine. Early in the morning he
occupied a strong position on the Aventine, where he was joined by Grac-
chus, who sighed over the necessity of using force.
When the senate met, the popular leaders were summoned to attend in
their places, and explain the proceedings of the previous day. They an-
swered by proclaiming liberty to all slaves who should join them. Nothing
could more show the desperate aspect which the struggle had assumed.
Yet before blood flowed, Gracchus insisted on trying negotiation, and
Q. Flaccus, a handsome youth of eighteen, son of the ex-tribune, was sent.
But already the senate had invested Opimius with dictatorial power. The
only answer the consul returned was that the leaders must appear before
the senate, and explain their conduct; and when young Quintus came back
with a fresh message, Opimius arrested him. He now set a price on the
heads of Gracchus and Fulvius Flaccus, and ordered an immediate attack
upon the Aventine. Under arms appeared the noblest men at Rome, P.
Lentulus, chief of the senate, old Metellus Macedonicus, and many others.
For their leader they chose not the consul, but L. Junius Brutus, lie Span-
ish conqueror. The attack was opened under cover of a shower of arrows
from a body of Cretan bowmen. little or no resistance was offered.
Flaccus fled with Ms eldest son. Gracchus retired into the temple of Diana,
where he was hardly prevented from putting an end to Ms own life by two